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Important Websites and Re-

sources: 

• Counseling Information 

• UHS Athletics Boosters   

• Eppler Website 

• Eppler Express 

• PaySchools 

• Student Handbook 

• UCS District Website 

• Report Bullying 

• PowerSchool Portal / Infor-
mation 

Eppler Chieftain Code of Conduct 

Chieftains are… 

 Respectful 

  Responsible 

   Reasonable 

Monday, December 4 Thursday, December 7 

• Chess Club in Ms. Byron's Room  #19  

2:15 - 3:15 

 

• None. 

Tuesday, December 5 Friday, December 8 

•   ESAB Meeting   Room 136   2:25 – 

3:25 pm 

 

• Spirit Day : Red Wings Day 

 

Wednesday, December 6 Saturday, December 9 

• Eppler Vocal Music Concert    @ 

UHS Auditorium 7:00 pm 

• Wellness Wednesday : PJ Day 

• None 

Sunday,  December 10 

• None 

  

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/1006
https://sites.google.com/site/uhsathleticboosters/home
http://eppler.uticak12.org/
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/999
https://parent.payschools.com/categories.asp?id=73BBF449EB5F47F7A4F23BFB4D640BCD&
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Domain/4
mailto:marla.ostrom@uticak12.org
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/Documents/Desktop/Eppler%20Express.dochttps:/mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821
https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/Documents/Desktop/Eppler%20Express.dochttps:/mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821


Friends Helping Families 

   
 

Friends Helping Families 
 
 
 

Dear Chieftain Family and Friends, 
 

In the past, the Eppler Chieftain family has generously supported many worthwhile charitable 
causes, especially during the holidays. We, as a community, have championed the endeav-
ors of the United States Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots program, the Shelby Township Lions 
Club’s Township Food Basket/Canned Food Drive program, Bright Side Dental’s Candy 
for Soldiers program, Hamlin Pub’s Hamlin Holiday/Adopt A Family program, as well as 
offered support to families in need within our own community. During the trying times we find 
ourselves in, most of these programs are operating at limited capacity, and we will still sup-
port them as we are able. However, we have also determined that we would again like to fo-
cus on our families in need right here at Eppler. 
 

To borrow a title for this program from a neighboring school community, we will embark on 
our Friends Helping Families program once again this year, and will continue to make it 
one of our annual community projects. We are asking that you partner with us to support our 
own families who may be struggling. I know, yes, I absolutely know, how caring and gener-
ous this community is, and know we can, together, make a difference!! 
 

We are asking that you, should you want to be involved, purchase gift cards in any amount, 
from stores such as Meijer, Target, Walmart, Kroger, other grocery stores, local gas stations, 
etc., and any gift card will be graciously accepted! Please indicate the amount of the gift card 
you are donating. Gift cards in the $10 - $25 range seem to work best to spread this blessing 
to all our families in need. Please send in your donation to Eppler, or drop it off at the 
school, by Wednesday, December 13, 2023. 
 

If you find your family needing a little extra help this holiday season, please contact one of 
our wonderful school counselors, who will confidentially add your name to our list, and make 
arrangements with you. Our counselors can be contacted 
at april.raupp@uticak12.org (Counselor for students with last names A-K), 
and autumn.blanchard@uticak12.org (Counselor for students with last names L-Z). 

I am thanking you in advance, with the greatest of confidence, for your generous support of 
our Eppler Chieftain families who may be struggling this holiday season. 
 

You may send in your donation with your child OR drop off your donation at the 
school between the hours of 7:00 am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday, until 
Wednesday, December 13, 2023, OR mail to the school at Eppler Junior High School, 
45461 Brownell, Utica, MI, 48317, Attn: Ms. Autumn Blanchard-Brinich. 
 

I again genuinely and warmly thank you!! Be well! Be safe! Be healthy! Be happy!! And enjoy 
the blessings of this holiday season!! 

Jerry 

School News & Information 

mailto:april.raupp@uticak12.org
mailto:kristy.newell@uticak12.org


Toys for Tots 

   

  This year we are putting a fun spin on our "Toys for Tots" campaign.  The local fire depart-
ment is sponsoring a fun competition between local schools, including Trinity and St. Law-
rence, to see who can collect the most toys.  The winning school will win a trophy that will be 
rotated each year based on the results.  We would love to take home this trophy while also 
raising awareness for a great program.  Please consider donating new and unwrapped toys 
to Eppler junior high to support this great cause.  This campaign will run through December 
8th, and the winning school announced at the City of Utica’s Tree Lighting event on Decem-
ber 9th.  Students will receive a raffle ticket for every toy donated for an opportunity to win 
an ice cream party for them and two friends of their choice.  Please contact Ms. Blanchard 
for more details 

Chieftain of the Month 

                            

Congrats to our November Chieftains of the Month! 
 

Carter Smith, Jaydon Washington, Jayden Fuller, Jose Gonzalez, Noah Karrandja, McKenzie Boyd, Alie Garrett, Emerson Hansen,  
Cassidy Smiley, Megan Dziadzio, Eva Normandin and Abigail Luzier 

 
 

 
 

 

Thankful Thursday 
                            

   
The Eppler staff would like to give another BIG thank you to our EPIC Group for supplying a Thankful Thursday lunch 
coordinated by Ms. Bluhm and Ms.  Mansfield,  Ms. Blash and Mrs. Panoff. 
 

 
 

 



Wellness Wednesday 

   

  



Parents/Guardians,   
 
Did you know that you can have a parent account for your child's 
Schoology classes?  You can access each of their classes, as well as  
the counseling department's Schoology page.  The counseling page 
has many resources ranging from support groups and therapy to  
community resources for help with everyday problems.  If you would 
like access to your child's Schoology account (this is different 
than PowerSchool), you can contact the main office at 586-797-2900 
to request your child's 12-digit-code and instructions.  

Parent Access for Schoology 

                            
 

 

 

School News & Information 

Vision and Mission Statements 

                            
Our Vision Statement:  Eppler Junior High School, in partnership with our community, will empower students to achieve their full potential 
and become productive contributors in a diverse society.  

Eppler Junior High School Mission Statement:  The Eppler community will collaborate to foster a safe, respectful, and inclusive learn-
ing environment that will inspire growth, excellence, and achievement.  

Life Skills Accepting Donations 

Mrs. Blanchard needs your help!! Every year the students love to cook, cook, cook, and I believe this is a wonderful experience for them. Not 
only are they learning basic cooking skills, they are also having a ton of fun. Unfortunately feeding 100 students can be rather expensive. Any 
donations from the list below would be greatly appreciated. You can drop them off to the main office, or have your student bring them to room 
122. Thank you in advance for any and all help. 
Below are the most commonly used items in our class: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other food items may need to be brought in over the semester if they chose to do a lab not assigned by me. Thank you in advance for your 

support.  

-Mrs. Blanchard  

Sugar (white or brown) Marshmallows (large and mini) 

Rice Krispy cereal,   Flour Soft Tortillas Non-stick cooking spray 

Butter ,    Salsa Flour, Ketch-up,   BBQ Sauce, Ranch 

Cake Mixes,   Syrup Brownie Mixes,  Frozen Strawberries 

Frosting,    Bread Crumbs Spaghetti Sauce 

Pizza Sauce,  Wheat Germ Chocolate Chips (white, dark, milk, cinnamon, etc.) 

Bisquick, Lasagna Noodles Powdered Sugar 

ANY disinfectant cleaners for kitchens without bleach Aluminum Foil 

Vegetable/Canola oil Sandwich and gallon baggies 

Paper Plates or cups or silverware Kleenex,   Cupcake Liners 

Dish Soap, Antibacterial Wipes Hand soap 



Daily Schedule 

  
 

  



Eppler Cell Phone/Device Policy 

  

 
  



Updated Student ID Requirements 

  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
  



Lunch Deliveries : REMINDER 

                            
                              Food Deliveries: Food that is delivered by a service such as Door Dash or Grub Hub will not be permitted at Eppler.                           

D                          due to school safety concerns and the disruption to the school day, we cannot accommodate such deliveries.              
W                         we ask that all students bring their own lunch or buy a lunch from the cafeteria.  If a student forgets their             
l                            lunch, they may borrow against their lunch account in the cafeteria, or a parent may drop off a lunch for their 
student. However, if the food dropped off is from a restaurant, the student will be asked to eat it in the Main Office during their 
lunch hour. Coffee, smoothies, and outside breakfast brought in the school in the morning must be consumed before going into 
first hour. This is the practice that takes place at the high school level and Eppler is aligning with Utica High in order to provide 
consistent expectations for our students.  If you would like to apply for the free or reduced lunch program, or to establish a lunch 
account for your child, please click here. 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your support.  
  

Dress Code Rules - REMINDER 

  
Dress code: 

Please address the following dress code items with your child: 
• Hoods/hats are not to be worn in the building. 
• Clothing must not show bare mid-drifts, shoulders, cut too low or any derogatory or drug/alcohol messages. 

Student Drop-off after 7:20 

  

Parents, please be aware that there is often no need to come into the building when you are dropping off your 
child at school if they are late or after an appointment. The only reasons we will require you to come into the build-
ing are if you are picking up your child, for which you will need ID, or if you are dropping off anything for your child, 
which we ask that you label for their pick-up. Other than that, please feel free to stay in your warm and dry vehicle 
(on cold and rainy days) and enjoy whatever you may be listening to from your playlist! Thank you!! 
  

Parent Student Handbooks 

  

Please use the following link to access the Parent and Student Handbooks for the 2023-2024 school year.  

  

http://utica.ss9.sharpschool.com/handbook 

  

Lost and Found 

                            

 Please stop in the Counseling Hallway to check out the selection of Lost 
and Found items. Items not claimed by the end of the semester will be 
donated.  

https://utica.familyportal.cloud
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=237&dataid=17634&FileName=handbook.pdf


AP Exam Registration 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Open House 23-24 

                            
 



School Safety 

 

Safety remains a priority for our school. Eppler Junior High School is once again providing training to our students and staff 
on our safety protocols. The protocols identify actions that students may be asked to take in the event of a potential  
incident: hold, secure, lockdown, evacuate and shelter.  
  

The protocols will continue to be part of the training while practicing our regular school safety drills, such as fire drills, 
security drills, tornado drills, evacuation procedures, etc.)  
  

The video is available for you to review at this link: UCS School Safety: Standard Response Protocol – Junior High - 
YouTube If you have any questions, please contact our office.  
  

 

Shadowing visits for the IB Program 

 

 

Can you believe it? It’s time to start planning for the 2024-2025 school year.  If you have an 8th grader who is inter-
ested in attending Utica’s IB Program at GLK-UAIS, we are now offering shadowing!  Please complete this 
form: https://forms.office.com/r/ziyv7kKTCE?origin=lprLink to sign up.   Shadows are limited to 3 spots per day, so be sure to secure 

your spot for a shadow opportunity today!  

• Dates for shadowing visits will be available beginning on November 1, 2023.  Shadowing ends March 15, 2024. 
 

• After submitting your shadowing request, our staff will contact you within a week about confirming a date and 
provide more information about the process. 

Yearbooks 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvkz7iomzcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvkz7iomzcA
https://forms.office.com/r/ziyv7kKTCE?origin=lprLink


Eppler & Utica Sports 

7th/8th Grade Boys Basketball 
 
 
 
 

UHS Conditioning / Open Gym   **FRESHMEN** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wrestling 

 
 
 
 

UHS Lacrosse 

 
 
 

UTICA- EISENHOWER 2024 BOYS LACROSSE MANDATORY PARENT & PLAYER INTEREST 
& INFORMATION MEETING  
  
LOCATION – EISENHOWER HS MEDIA CENTER 
DATE – DECEMBER 5TH AT 6:30P    

  
This is a MANDATORY interest meeting is for parents and any player interested in playing on the spring boys lacrosse 
team that attend 10-12th grade at Utica High School AND Eisenhower High School and 9th grade students (Malow, Shel-
by, Eppler and Jeanette) whose students are eligible to play for Utica or IKE. If you were unable to attend the first 
meeting in October, please plan on attending as we are trying to get all the specifics for the team in order.  Player ex-
perience is not required but would be beneficial. The teams will continue to be merged for the 2024 season.  
  
The Board and Coaches will provide updates to the timelines for spring season, meet the coaches, update winter con-
ditioning and box team programs, equipment and merch, and athletic requirements, team parent involvement, Q&A 
and a few other topics.   
  
Email any questions to ikeboyslacrosse@gmail.com or join and check out the Utica Eisenhower Boys Lacrosse Face-
book page for updated info.   
  
If you know any players and parents that would be interested - Please help and get the word out! 
  
GO UTICA-IKE!  

mailto:ikeboyslacrosse@gmail.com


Calling All Shoppers! 

Eppler has a reward program at Kroger. All you have to do is shop, swipe your card, and Eppler gets cash back! The Kroger Com-

munity Rewards program makes fundraising easy by donating based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your Card  all you have 

to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Shopper’s Card. Here’s how :  

 

 

• Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click Sign in the upper right-hand corner 

• Put the email address and password used to enroll your card 

• Go to “Savings & Rewards”, then “Kroger Community Rewards”, I’m a Custom-

er” 

• Enter the group number EJ598 or search  Eppler Junior High School 

• Click on the organization then click “Enroll” 

NJHS – Planet Green Fundraiser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who have donated to Planet Green! We have raised over $400 over the last 
couple of years by recycling used ink cartridges and electronics!  Planet Green is no longer 
accepting used electronics.  They are only accepting ink cartridges.  Please continue to send 
those into Mrs. Byron in room 19! Thank you! 
 
NJHS is doing a yearlong fundraiser with Planet Green. Please send in Inkjet cartridges (NO 
toner or laser cartridges) to room 19. NJHS sends them to Planet Green, and then Planet 
Green sends Eppler a check! This fundraiser helps the environment and our school! NJHS 
members can receive one hour for every 5 items, but everybody is encouraged to participate!  

Reward Programs 



Eppler Clubs & Organizations 

We Need Volunteers 

We still have a couple of clubs/organizations without sponsors and could use YOUR help in re-launching these groups to give in-
terested students a wonderful opportunity!  

Please contact Mr. Pantano at gerard.pantano@uticak12.org if interested in helping with: 

           Robotics Club                                      Cultural Diversity Club 
  

Eppler Booster Club                                                We need you!!  Please help!! 

  

The Eppler Athletics Boosters are looking for a few good volunteers!  Unfortunately, if we do not get any volunteers, we will have 
to shut down the group.  The boosters have been an integral part of many improvements at the school - water filling stations, 
providing needed equipment for teams, gym decor update, end of season pizza parties for all teams, just to name a few. Most 
importantly, we are also in need of a  
parent or couple of parents that can be responsible for the concession stands at the  
home games. 
          If you are interested in either please contact Mr. Paul at eric.paul@uticak12.org 

  

Eppler Parent Involvement Committee   (EPIC)   

 The following is a list of dates and times of the Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) meetings throughout the school year.  All parents 
are invited and welcome to attend.  All meeting will be held in the Media Center from 9:00—10:00 am.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
                                                           Monday, September 25                            Wednesday, February 28                         
                                                           Tuesday, October 24                                Monday, March 18  
                                                           Tuesday, November 14                            Tuesday, April 23 
                                                           Wednesday, December 13                       Tuesday, May 21 
                                                           Tuesday, January 23 
 

9th Grade NJHS Members 

Current 9th grade NJHS members: Meeting Dates for this year are listed below. Meetings are MANDATORY per NJHS guidelines. If you miss 2 
meetings, you may be removed from NJHS. If you are sick or have proper documentation, this does excuse you from a meeting however, you 
need to communicate with me that you will be missing a meeting. Meetings will be AFTERNOON ONLY this year from 2:11pm to roughly 2:35pm. 
Make sure that you are checking our schoology page regularly for updates. Please contact me at scarlet.gleason@uticak12.org  if you have any 
questions. 

                                                           Thursday September 28                           Thursday, February 29                         
                                                           Monday, October 30                                  Thursday, March 21  
                                                           Thursday, January 18                                Thursday, April 11  
                                                                                                                                       Thursday, May 23  

Student Council 

 
Student Council Members, you can come in the morning at 7:00 or in the afternoon at 2:15. We will meet in Ms. Berg's classroom, Room 107, 

for both meetings. 

 
Student Council Meeting Dates (subject to change) 

Meetings will be held 7:00 am and 2:15 pm in  Room 107 or Room 120 
 

                                                           Tuesday September 12                          Tuesday, January 23 
                                                           Tuesday October 3                                 Tuesday,  February 6 
                                                           Thursday, November 21                         Tuesday, March 12 
                                                            Tuesday, December 12                          Thursday, April 16 

mailto:gerard.pantano@uticak12.org
mailto:eric.paul@uticak12.org


Homework Club 

  
 
 



Eppler Chess Club  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   **** There will not be a Chess Club meeting on Monday, November 6.**** 

Chess Club is starting up again! Our first meeting is September 25 in Mrs. Byron's room, 19. We will meet from 2:15-3:15.  
Please make sure your student is picked up by 3:20. You can pick up an informational flyer in Mrs. Byron's room.  



PowerSchool/Text Messaging Service 

PowerSchool– Click here to go to the district’s PowerSchool website 

  

Parent Portal Access through PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is the district's student information system used for scheduling, attendance, grades, and delivery of report 
cards.  Please find more information below on how to create and access your Parent Portal Account.  

To login, visit: http://ps.ucs.misd.net/public 
 
Due to an update to PowerSchool, parents who had a PowerSchool account prior to August 2, 2022 must reset their pass-
word to login. Please follow these directions to update your password. 
 
Below are useful documents for you to reference and take full advantage of PowerSchool: 

Parents:   Create a Parent Portal Account 

 Helpful Tips for our PowerSchool Parent Portal:  Click here for info on how to reset your password.  
 
PowerSchool Mobile App: 
1. Download the PowerSchool Parent App through your device's GooglePlay or Apple App Store. 
2. Enter the UCS district code: NKDJ (all capitalized) 
3. When logging in through your mobile app, you will use the same username/password that you use to login through your 
desktop. 
 
Questions? Contact your home school to help with your PowerSchool questions.  
  

Text Messaging Service 

 

https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://utica.ss9.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=46286703
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/994
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/997
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088


 Click here to view the 2023-2024 District Calendar 

Upcoming Activities                                                                                                        Back to Menu 

Monday, December 11 Thursday, December 14 
• Chess Club in Ms. Byron's Room  #19  2:15 - 3:15 

 

• 7th/8th Grade Boys Basketball Jeannette @ Eppler 

Tuesday, December 12 Friday, December 15 

•  Student Council 7:00 am and 2:15 pm  Room 107 or Room 120 

•  Instrumental Music Concert   Main Gym   7:00 pm  

 

 

• Chieftain of the Month Lunch    Room 136  11:06-12:08 

pm 

Wednesday, December 13 Saturday, December 16 

• Drama Performance at UHS 7:00 pm  

• Epic Meeting  MC Conference Room 9:00 - 10:00 am  

• None 

Sunday,  December 17 

• None 

  

https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/2#calendar1/20230818/month


District News 

Superintendent Letter 

 



 Update – Heritage Junior High/Gene L. Klida Utica Academy for International Studies Building Study 

 
Parents, please see the following update from Mr. Monroe: 
 
Utica Community Schools is committed, in partnership with the community, to empower students to positively transform their future and the 
world. We strive to prepare students for success beyond UCS, focusing on their education and safety today, and ensuring our schools are meet-
ing student needs both now and in the future. 
 
This commitment requires us to constantly review the use of our physical resources, to make certain our buildings are functioning safely and 
effectively and meeting the needs of the students and families in our community. 
 
As we shared during last year’s Safety and Success Bond election, we are taking a long term approach to our facility needs. This study is based 
on: 
 
· Safety 
 
· Age of the Facility 
 
· Enrollment Patterns and Trends 
 
This study includes a comprehensive look at the future of the shared site for Heritage Junior High School and the Gene L. Klida for Internation-
al Studies. This was a need identified during both our strategic planning process and community surveys about future facility improvements. 
Heritage Junior High School and GLK-UAIS have been sharing a facility for the past 16 years. During that time, enrollment and building needs 
at Heritage and GLK-UAIS have experienced significant changes. 
 
The district’s long-standing citizens’ committee – the Enrollment Distribution Advisory Committee – began to look at this issue in the spring. 
Their input will be considered along with enrollment projections, building needs assessments from our auxiliary services department, the effi-
cient use of district resources, and making sure our students have access to programs and experiences that will empower their future. 
 
Additional information is available through a Fact Sheet on this website: https://www.uticak12.org/buildingforthefuture. You can also share 
your thoughts and questions here: http://www.uticak12.org/feedback. A final determination on the future of this site is expected in November. 
 
Safe, secure, and educationally vibrant schools remain a priority. We also recognize that change can be difficult. By working in partnership, we 
can position our district to continue supporting student success for today’s students and our future generations. 
 
 

Macomb County Student Government Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Macomb County Board of Commissioners is inviting public and private school students in grades 9-12 to partake in the coun-
ty’s second annual Student Government Day in mid to late January of 2024. Interested students are to write an essay according to 
the prompt on the attached flyer (16A). The Commissioners will choose their favorite essays and invite those students to the event. 
A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to the student writing the top essay. Click on the following link for additional details and feel 
free to share with grade 9-12 students. Student Government Day | Macomb County (bocmacomb.org) 

https://www.uticak12.org/buildingforthefuture
https://corexmsyhy5g2r7mlqgh.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_50e6OTe8gk4n4Oy
https://bocmacomb.org/events/student-government-day/


MCC: Explore Careers in Manufacturing and Technology 

 
 



We’re Hiring 

 



PowerSchool Forms to Review 

 

UHS Holiday Shopping  

 



CARE 



UCS Calming Room for Students 

  
Students – Check out and explore the new Virtual Calming Room by UCS.  Click the link below, and then click on the Calming Room 
icon.  THANK YOU! 
  
It has tons of ways to relax and de-stress before exams (and after): 

*Coloring and creativity                                       *Visual relaxation 
*Guided meditation                                              *Smartphone apps 
*Puzzles and games                                            *Sounds and music 
*Exercise                                                              *Mindfulness 
*Live animal cameras                                           *Yoga 

 
  

UCS Calming Room - Utica Community Schools (uticak12.org) 

  
Check out Monday Moments, COVID-19 Support Services, Macomb Food Program and more at: 

www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness 

Care Solace 
 
If you or a family member are looking for help with mental health or substance use, Care Solace can help you quickly find treatment options 
matched to your needs regardless of the circumstance. Care Solace is a complimentary and confidential service provided to students, staff, 
and their families by Utica Community Schools. 
  
The Care Solace team is available 24/7/365 and can support you in any language. 
 
If you would like to use Care Solace to help you find a provider: 

• Call 888-515-0595 (available 24/7/365) 

• Search on your own OR click “Book Appointment” for assistance by video chat, email, or phone via caresolace.com/Utica. 
 
Disclaimer: 
Information on individual treatment providers was gathered by Care Solace based on criteria such as geographic proximity, whether the pro-
vider accepts the authorized user’s insurance, and whether the provider is accepting new patients. The school district does not recommend, 
endorse, promote, or refer to any of the individual treatment providers. 
 

https://uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=44263948
http://www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness


UCS Wellness Podcast 
  
The UCS Wellness team is happy to announce the 13th episode of  our podcast series featuring Matt Cecil, Jeannette Junior High physical educa-
tion teacher with host, Erin Chambers, Shelby Junior High physical education and health teacher. This two-part series will inform listeners how 
to increase their focus and decrease their stress. These podcasts are available on the UCS Wellness page. UCS Wellness - Utica Community 
Schools. The 13th podcast in the series is Managing Components of  Biology. 
 

 Below is a list of  the podcasts available on the Wellness page: 

• Mental Health with guest, Nancy Buyle 

• Grief  and the Grieving Process for Children 

• Family Communication 

• CARE of  Southeastern Michigan     

• Discussing Dating Violence with Turning Point 

• Tackling Tough Topics with the Macomb County Sheriff ’s Office 

• Our Youth and Vaping 

• Youth and Suicide Prevention 

• The Detour Project 

• Self-Regulation Strategies 

• Teen Mental Health and Wellness 

• Raising an Intuitive Eater 

• Managing Components of  Biology (two-part series) 

• Raising an Intuitive Eater 

 Virtual Library Card 

  
Students and staff can access their Virtual Library account located on their ClassLink dashboard. The Virtual Library Card gives 
students  access to digital resources from the local library and the virtual library card - Tutor.com provides online tutoring and home-

work help for students.  

 
  
 

  
  
 

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/148
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/148


FREE Online Tutoring 
  

Do you need one-on-one 

 help with your homework? 
  

To access the free tutoring: 

• On your ClassLink dashboard, select Virtual Library Card - Tutor.com (the orange 

icon with the letter "t" on it). 

o You will need your PowerSchool number to log in.  You can email your coun-

selor to ask for your PowerSchool number (Marla.Ostrom@UticaK12.org or 

Autumn.Blanchard@UticaK12.org).  To log in: 

• Barcode:  ucs########## (ucs followed by PowerSchool number) 

• Your password is your 2-digit birth month and 2-digit 

birth day (example 0408 for April 8) 

o Choose GET A TUTOR NOW.  If you want a short tutorial on how the site 

works, you can select Take the tour. 

o You can use the chat feature to ask specific questions or even take a picture 

of your assignment for your tutor to see. 
 

Tutoring 

  



Virtual Library Card – Tutor.com 

  
  
 

  



UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

  



UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All meals are free this year thanks to the Michigan School Meals law. Students that would like to be eligible 
for benefits, such as pay-to-participate sports, college entrance/AP testing fees, summer EBT cards and 
more need to complete the Eligibility Benefits Form or the School Meals and Summer EBT Form. These 
forms are available at https://utica.familyportal.cloud. 

Allergens Form 

  
We take food allergies and student safety very seriously. If your student has any food allergies, please have your physician fill out the 
MDE Dietary Needs Form and return it to the food service office. MDE Special Diet Form.  
 
 1- You must fill out a physician signed MDE Special Needs Accommodation form and send it to the Food Service office. Without this, we 
cannot make any accommodations. Please make sure to be specific with regards to the allergy (Example: all dairy or just fluid milk in-
tolerance, etc.)  
2-Because allergies can change, you MUST fill out a new form EVERY YEAR. 
3- You must indicate to your child's school which days and which menu item you would like at least 48 hours in advance. We will not 
automatically have these available if we do not hear from parents in advance.  
4-A vegetarian and nut free options are available every day, so please see the regular menu. 
5-Juice or water are not acceptable substitutes per USDA guidelines. At this time, we have Kikkoman Soy milk as a substitute. You're 
welcome to send in your own milk with your child if they don't like it. 
6-We will do the best we can to accommodate other requests but there may be some limitations. For questions, please call our food 
service office at 586-797-1180 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/MI50010997/Centricity/Domain/75/SNP%20Special%20Dietary%20Accommodations%20Form.pdf


Macomb Community College 

Dual Enrollment 

  
  
  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macomb Community College's K12 Relations Department is hosting an informational meeting for high school  
students and their families on Dual Enrollment opportunities at the college. 
  
Students can qualify to receive college credit at no cost while still attending high school. 
The presentation will explore the “Facts of Dual Enrollment,” including finances, convenience, and the Michigan 
Transfer Agreement. There will also be information available about other programs offered at Macomb. 
Preregistration is strongly encouraged but not required. Contact Jim Lundie at 586.349.8719 
or lundie|659@macomb.edu if you have questions about the event. 

https://215e.edulnk.com/e/dg1sw/XCElqg?__$u__&nk=NjU1Yjk2ZTI2NDJjNmVjN2Y3MGRhMWYyLGFwcmlsLnJhdXBwQHV0aWNhazEyLm9yZzo6OmlqcWg2YzJ0cGtxeWJjd3Y.


Back To School 

 

 
Thank you staff, students and parents!! We had a fun and successful first week at Eppler.   

In Case You Missed It 



Staff Lounge Make-Over 

 

A huge thank you to our EPIC parent group for the Staff Lounge make over.  
 



Homecoming 

   

Thank you to our football, volleyball, and student council members for participating in the 
 annual Homecoming Parade.  Beautiful weather, fun times and great memories for all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Caught Being Kind 

   

 
 
 
 
Each month staff members nominate kids they catch doing random acts of kindness.  These are students who are not 
being asked to do anything, they just graciously do it out of the goodness of their hearts.  Then once a month the 
counselors go into the classrooms and reward these students for their kind gesture.  This months nominees were: 

 

 
Tommy Mercario, Alexander Moore, Aleyna  Margilaj, Layleigh Monroe, Madilyn Backus,  

McKenna Jordan, Tristan Taepke, Justin Nrecaj, Charlie Hinton, Hope Jasmund, James Bishop,  
Karly Ingals, Gavin Camp, Jaxson Readett, Jacob Koja, Christian Priester 

 
Thank you to all of the nominees and keep up the kindness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chieftain of the Month 

                            

Congrats to our September Chieftains of the Month! 
Alexander Sesi, Joshua Hayes, Justin Nrecaj, Tristyn Taepke, Christian Wilson-Hardwick, Peyton Combs, Gabriella Still, Samantha Gott,  
Emma Stone, Alyssa Martin, ,Karly Ingalls, Kylee Backus 

 
 

 



Thank You!!! 

   

 
The Eppler staff would like to give a BIG thank you to Ms. Bluhm and Ms. Mansfield for putting together the pizza 
lunch for staff prior to the October 13 conferences. We would also like to thank Sam’s Sorrento’s Pizza in Utica for 
their generous donation of all the pizza.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chieftains of the Month 

   

Congrats to our October Chieftains of the Month! 
Brendan Antias, Nicholas Wright, Christian Toye, Michael Long, Charlotte Orlowski, America Gonzalez, Sophia 

Zdravkoski, ,Victoria Gjekaj, Jozlynn Schroeder, Malgorzata Ojrzynska, Olivia Blumke, Madelynne Quinlan 
 

Great Job Everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you  

   
The Eppler staff would like to give BIG thank you to our EPIC Group for supplying the “Tailgate Dinner” coordinated 
by Ms. Bluhm and Ms.  Mansfield.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Kindness Week 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Kindness Week Cont. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Caught Being Kind 

   
 

 
 
 
Each month staff members nominate kids they catch doing random acts of kindness.  These are students who are not 
being asked to do anything, they just graciously do it out of the goodness of their hearts.  Then once a month the 
counselors go into the classrooms and reward these students for their kind gesture.  This months nominees were: 

 

Carter Czapski, Jayden Washington, Dominic Toth, Mateo Pipetone, Presley Orlowski, Audrey Hinton, Brooke Maffetone, 
 Manuel Yaldo, Hunter Brockway, Abby Luzier, Eva Normandin, Evelyn Urban, Daniella Najar, Farah Hami, Afra Lopez, Maria 

Martinez, Melanie Macias-Gonzalez, Anthony Camilleri, Cassidy Smiley, Jackson Jolly, Ella Lobb, Carl Ventimiglia, Denise 
Acebedo, Veronica Timmons, Michael Long, Lilian Boskovich, Jacob Koja, Jayden Washington and Derrick Keehn 

 
Thank you to all of the nominees and keep up the kindness 

 



Golden Ticket Raffle 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Halloween 

   
 
 

 
 

                                     2023 HALLOWEEN COSTUME  CONTEST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  Teachers’ choices from each class selected to move on to the final judging   
 
 
 

Below:  Final Winners !!    
Each winner received a coupon to the Chieftain Corner Store for one item of their choice. 

 


